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We are proud to be partnered with The Pride and Joy 

Foundation, which is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to reduce the rate of 

suicide and homelessness in the LGBTQ+ community.  

LGBTQ+ people are one of the few marginalized 

populations that are born to parents, not of the 

same marginalized population.  Straight parents, 

children, and extended family have to be willing to 

seek out additional learning in order to move from 

“tolerating” their loved ones to being a loving 

advocate for them.  We provide a safe space, whether 

it’s one of our suicide prevention workshops, our 

Inclusion at Work training, our Annual Summit, or our 

online support group, for straight allies to ask all 

the needed questions and for LGBTQ+ members to 

feel a sense of belonging, validation, and community.  

Learn more at www.PrideandJoyFoundation.org

-DEDICATION-

also With Heartfelt Dedication to our families, 

our friends, our devoted supporters, and the 

generations of LgbtQ people who never got a 

chance to see people like them portrayed in a 

positive light.



-HOW TO READ AN AMERICAN 

GRAPHIC NOVEL-
American graphic novels open from left to right, which 

makes them the perfect opposite of Japanese manga books. 

Although the pages are turned from left to right, the text 

may not abide by these same rules.

When you see a box like this, or a full 

page with text written on it that does 

not seem to belong to an individual 

character, it means the text is a piece of 

narration. Narration is sometimes used 

to convey setting, passing of time, or 

additional information that the creator 

would rather not explain through 

character dialogue.

High in the mountains, far from the view of 

civilization, the seemingly insignificant town of 

charity rests snugly amongst the rocky hills and 

snow capped peaks. The town would have been 

abandoned entirely had it not been for the kind-
hearted heiress, Faust.

Perhaps not, if you 

are speaking of 

material amusement. 

She is a happy child 

all the same.

I have no doubt. I 

only wish I could 

offer her toys.

When you see bubbles like this, they are character dialog bubbles. The character 

that is nearest to the bubble is generally the one speaking in the bubble. However, 

this can change if the character is speaking offscreen. If the tail is facing away 

from a singular character in a panel, chances are those words are being spoken by 

an offscreen character. 

When reading multiple word bubbles in a single panel, you begin by reading the 

bubble that is highest in the panel, followed with left to right and so on, until you 

reach the bubble on the bottom. The first bubble read may not be the first bubble 

to the left, so pay attention to bubble height when reading a panel with multiple 

dialog bubbles.

Congratulations, you are now ready to begin your graphic 

novel reading experience!



FAUST is a generous and intelligent heiress 

who decides to use her inheritance to 

aid the people of the mountain town 

Charity, which has been neglected for 

years by the king of Rosae Seorsum, the 

steam-powered city. She does her best 

to help those in need, but it is more than 

one woman can manage alone. One night, 

Faust makes the decision to meet the king 

herself, in an effort to convince him to 

treat her people better. However, the 

cunning Mephistopheles has more sinister 

plans for her unsuspecting soul.

MEPHISTOPHELES is a malevolent and machiavellian 

spirit who finds entertainment in making deals with 

people when they are at their lowest. These deals 

always end with Mephistopheles gaining control 

of the unwitting human’s soul after they die. 

Mephistopheles is an ageless creature who becomes 

bored easily, and enjoys playing tricks on those 

he has made deals with, as well as those who are 

closest to them, in order to witness the choices 

his victim makes in moments of weakness. Although 

he rarely causes serious physical harm to his victims, 

his ability to trick humans into making dangerous 

choices makes Mephistopheles a very threatening 

foe.

MARGUERITE is a hard-working and 

compassionate young farmer who 

lives alone in her deceased parents’ 

home while her brother is away in the 

military. Her loving nature often causes 

those around her to believe she is 

inept, but Marguerite is completely 

self-sufficient, and is even willing 

to put herself in situations that she 

knows will end in her being mocked or 

even harmed if it means she will gain 

some assistance for her neighbors.

Characters



-THE STORY OF FAUST-
The most popular version of Faust was an opera written by 

Charles Gounod, Jules Barbier, and Michel Carré in 1859, but the 

story is thought to be much older. Faust, the historical figure, is 

believed to have existed between 1480 and 1540, and he may have 

been a magician or alchemist. He did not have the most favorable 

reputation during his lifetime, often referred to as “evil,” “wicked,” 

and a practitioner of black magic. Where the story of Faust 

becomes historically murky is when he was said to have sold his 

soul to Mephistopheles (a cunning demon, or perhaps even the devil 

himself) in order to obtain immense knowledge and pleasures of 

the flesh. 

The opera takes full advantage of the more fantastical side 

of the legend, portraying him as an aging scholar who laments 

his disillusionment with life, and attempts to commit suicide. 

Mephistopheles appears to him at his own command, and offers 

him an abundance of sinful riches. Faust denies everything he is 

offered and states that he only wishes for youth. Mephistopheles 

agrees to bestow Faust with youth, but there are conditions 

which must be agreed to first. While Faust is alive, he will be the 

master of Mephistopheles, but once he dies, he will be the devil’s 

servant for eternity. From here on Faust suffers from several 

misunderstandings, unfortunate circumstances, and terrible 

choices. However, there is always a chance for absolution.

We have taken the more classic events from Faust and flipped the 

rest of the story on its head. In our version, Faust is now a woman 

who gives up her soul in hopes of helping those around her, but 

the deal with Mephistopheles remains the same. However, we want 

the reader to wonder whether the soft-hearted Marguerite will 

be enough to save Faust’s soul in the end, or whether mortal sins 

will become her downfall. If you knew you were destined for 

eternity in Hell, would there be a point in being good in life?

Citation:

“Faust: The Legend of Faust from the Renaissance Times. The End of 

Civilization.” Faust, www.faust.com/.

“Faust.” Metropolitan Opera | Faust, The English National Opera, 

The Metropolitan Opera, www.metopera.org/user-information/

synopses-archive/faust.



Faust chapter 1



High in the mountains, far from the view of civilization, 

the seemingly insignificant town of charity rests 

snugly amongst the rocky hills and snow capped 

peaks. The town would have been abandoned entirely 

had it not been for the kind-hearted heiress, Faust.



Good morning, Mr. 

DeBell, how is little 

Evangeline doing?

Wonderfully, 

Ms. Faust, just 

wonderfully.

There is not much 

for such a young 

child to do in a 

town like this.



Perhaps not, if you 

are speaking of 

material amusement. 

She is a happy child 

all the same.

I have no doubt. I 

only wish I could 

offer her toys.

There seems to 

be quite a bit of 

chatter in the 

streets tonight.

Come along with me. 

Things have been 

very hectic.



That would be Bill 

Golden’s crew. They 

have been meeting in 

secret for a good 

few months now.

Do you know what 

might be happening 

over there?

And why was I not 

made aware of this?

*Chatter*

*Chatter*

*Chatter*

*Chatter*

*Chatter*

*Chatter*

*Chatter*



*Chatter*

I thought you knew, 

Miss. They haven’t 

been pleased with 

the taxation from 

the king. 

Yes, he’s been planning 

to send the sheriff 

here to collect more. 

He’s going to leave 

terribly disappointed. 

They can’t pay what they 

don’t have.

Begging your pardon, Miss, 

but I doubt the king will care. 

He’ll just send these poor 

bastards to the prison.

EVERYONE 

BE SILENT!



I understand that you are upset, but 

you must believe me when I say that 

I have been writing to the King on a 

consistent basis since June.

Mr. Thatcher, have I not pulled gold 

from my own pockets to keep your 

bakery open?

You did, 

Ma’am. .

And Miss. Jones, did 

I not repair your 

roof with my own 

two hands?

There is little else I 

can do for you, I am 

sorry!

I speak for all of us when I say 

that we appreciate all you have 

done for us, Ms. Faust, but it 

simply is not enough.

 if the king continues his impossible 

taxation it will mean nothing. We will all 

lose our homes anyway.



*What else *What else 

can I do? can I do? 

It isn’t as It isn’t as 

though I though I 

can just can just 

go to....*égo to....*é

Wait...I 

know what 

I must do! 

I will go to 

the kingdom 

myself.

YES!!YES!!

YES!!YES!!

And I will 

demand that he 

cut down on 

taxes!

HERE HERE!!HERE HERE!!

*Cheers*

*Cheers*

*Cheers*

*Cheers*
*Cheers*

*Cheers*



And I will not 

leave until he 

promises to 

ease up on 

you!

Ready when you 

are faust!



*Whistle*

*Whistle*

Beau and Estelle, 

are full of snacks 

and ready to get 

on the road.

IS Ms Faust ready 

to leave yet?



I appreciate that. 

Please take care 

of your family and 

try not to worry.

Everything has been 

prepared for your 

journey, Ms Faust!

YOur Carriage 

awaits, Ms Faust. It 

will take us five 

days to get to the 

kingdom.

Thank you again for 

traveling with me, 

James. This journey 

will help so many 

of our citizens.



*Don’t worry, *Don’t worry, 

Everyone...I’ll be Everyone...I’ll be 

back with some back with some 

answers soon. answers soon. 

You can count You can count 

on me.on me.



Take care, Ms Faust. 

Come back soon!





James! James, 

are the horses 

alright?

They are having 

quite a bit of 

trouble, Miss!

And what about 

you, James?

It is becoming 

difficult for me.

We should stop 

and make camp for 

the night.

You will not make it 

to the kingdom on 

the day you hoped to.



I don’t care, I’d 

rather let us all 

rest. Pull over.

I appreciate you 

looking out for me. This cold is worse 

than anything I have 

ever experienced.

More reason 

to stop the 

king from his 

tyranny against 

your people.

They are not my people. I just 

happened to have a bit more 

money than them so they sort 

of grew around me.

power his great steam 

city?

It nauseates me. 

He is already the 

richest man in the 

nation. What reason 

does he have to 

force people into 

labor that way?

so you hate the slave 

labor that the king 

utilizes in order to 



What was that?

I don’t know, miss. Come out, come out! We have a 

surprise for you!

Highwaymen!

What do we do?

CRREEEK



CRREEEK
I will handle this. Stay 

here, Faust.

No, James, don’t leave 

me alone here.

Be careful.



é.noé..money in the 

backé

There really is no 

reason toé

What are they doing 

out there?

James...?

SHatter


